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Innovation is what moves design forward. 
Here are a few global product designs that have inspired us recently.

Innovative Ideas

Pop Up Office

London-based company Opendesk describes their business model as “building a 
supply chain for the twenty first century – a new model powered by increased access 
to digital fabrication tools.” They are changing the way products are designed and 
made by connecting customers with independent workshops around the world, who 
produce items on demand for customers in their neighbourhood. The current range 
is designed with the creative workplace in mind, incorporating unique features and 
modular components. A great example of how successful products designed using 
this approach can be is this work station, the result of a collaboration with  
London-based designer Thor Ter Kulve. Using Japanese joinery principles, the desk 
consists of five pieces, held together by slots and compression fittings. It sits on four 
trestle legs with a table top made from a single sheet of plywood. The idea arose 
from the designer’s first-hand experience of needing a flexible, mobile option that 
could be easily stored away and quickly set up to be used in different spaces. 

The Bundle Desk retails for an estimated $428. For more information,  
visit www.opendesk.cc

Speed Indeed

Since 1999, Gerry Judah has been commissioned to create a new central feature sculpture 
for the Goodwood Festival of Speed held in West Sussex. For the sculpture this year, 
he took inspiration from the life of former race-car driver and ex-Formula 1 chairman 
Bernie Ecclestone. The huge looping structure is 35 metres tall and weighs 65 tonnes. 
It is constructed of pieces of white steel that have been welded together, with five cars 
attached to the spikes. The cars themselves are purportedly worth millions of pounds. Each 
car represents a different aspect of Bernie Ecclestone’s career. There is a Connaught a 
symbol for the 1958 F1 season when he was a driver, and the period when he was Brabham 
Team Manager. Other cars, such as the Lotus, Ferrari and Mercedes, are linked to his time 
in management and his eventual position as F1 Chief Executive.

See more about Gerry Judah at www.judah.co.uk

Good Morning

Beirut-based artist, designer and photographer Paola Sakr has produced a series of 
biodegradable containers made of coffee grounds and newspaper waste. Inspired by 
childhood memories of watching her father sip on Arabic coffee while reading the 
newspaper, Sakr harnessed her passion for research innovation and experimentation 
in these pieces. The product range draws attention to the fact that we often generate 
waste before our day even begins. After coffee ground waste is collected from local 
coffee shops, it is mixed with newspaper pulp and a natural binding agent before 
the mixture is delicately moulded by hand.  The final colour and scent of each item 
differs, reflecting the type of coffee used. The range is one of the eight projects 
driven by the Beirut trash crisis.

See this range at www.paolasakr.design
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GLOBAL INSPIRATION

Bright Bubbles

New York-based designer Rosie Li has produced a range of table 
lamps, chandeliers, pendants and wall lights based on bunching 
ball shapes together to create lights that are both lively, yet 
simple in their structure. These sculptural lighting products are 
made from polished brass and have a multicoloured metallic 
finish that mimics the iridescent quality of soap bubbles. Li has 
used oil-rubbed bronze to create a dramatic black version of the 
lights, and polished nickel for silver editions. The lights are typical 
of her work, blending geometric forms with organic elements 
and blurring the lines between product and sculpture.

View these products at www.rosieli.com

Paper Bricks

These wonderfully textured bricks are the creation of WooJai Lee, a Korean 
- New Zealander designer based in Eindhoven, Netherlands. The result of 
his desire to experiment and explore the potential of different materials is 
a brick that can be cut, drilled and glued in a similar fashion to wood. The 
holes on the side of each brick enable them to be joined together. Recycled 
paper gradually becomes weaker as the fibres shrink, but these ingenious 
paper bricks use newspaper pulp mixed with glue before being pressed into 
a mould. This process creates a much stronger and longer lasting product. To 
demonstrate their strength and showcase their use, Lee has designed a set 
of ready-assembled benches and tables.

See the range at www.woojai.com

Smart Luggage

Series 2 of the world’s first smart case has recently been launched by 
Bluesmart. The technology has been upgraded to make it compatible 
with every country’s networks. As well as using upgraded technology, the 
luggage range, including a carry-on case, checked bag, laptop bag and 
passport pouch, uses upgraded materials and comes in an expanded colour 
range. The functions are controlled by a smartphone app. The luggage uses 
an inbuilt scale to weigh itself, and has a range of anti-theft systems. It has 
an auto lock system that activates when you step away from it and with an 
inbuilt battery with a 3-day life and a couple of USB ports, it can be used 
as a portable charger. Added to the futuristic tech features, the design 
includes upgraded hub-less wheels that operate well, even  
on cobblestones.

See more and order the series 2 smart range at www.uk.bluesmart.com




