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eirut-based product designer 
Paola Sakr draws inspiration 
from a multitude of sources:  
“A feeling, a material, a face, a 
city, a thought, a book, a cause, 
a story, a shape...” Nature itself 
is a key influence on her work 

– her palette of materials includes wood, 
stone, clay and wicker, which she combines 
with metal, glass and concrete in surprising  
juxtapositions that elevate each one. 

Her career path was, she 
believes, destined to take a 
creative route. “I naturally 
knew I was going to be 
making things very early 
on in life; I just didn’t know 
it to be design.” 

She started out in 
interior architecture, but 
it wasn’t long until she was 
scouted into the product 
design department. After 
graduating with honours 
in product design from 
l'Académie Libanaise des 

Mix &  
Match

At her Beirut studio,  
Paola Sakr turns    

abandoned ephemera  
into precious pieces

Beaux-Arts, she started her own studio in 
2016. Just two years later, she was awarded 
the Rising Talent award at the Paris design 
fair Maison & Objet, where she was praised 
for the narrative aspect of her work and her 
‘capacity for multidisciplinary creation’.

 Sakr’s designs are infused with warmth 
and character, and the earthy palette at her 
studio in the Achrafieh district of Beirut 
reflects this. “My home is warm and 
welcoming, but it is not where I work,” she 
says. “My studio is where I feel most at 
home. It’s my sacred space.” She is often 
joined there by her dog, Emma: “She’s 
pretty much my shadow and assistant at 
work.” Neat rows of sketches and paintings 
line the walls, the floor is covered with 
richly coloured carpets, and the windows 
overlook lush, leafy planting: the natural 
link that is always in evidence in her output. 
Industrial shelves are filled with examples 
of her work and the tools of her trade –
skeins of wicker and wood veneer, cans of 
spray paint, and rolls of paper. 

 What characterises her designs, whatever 
form they may take, is experimentation. 

Sakr’s approach to 
working with clay is 
more architectural 

than organic.  
LEFT: Sakr at her desk 

with some of her 
Morning Ritual 

products, made using 
coffee grounds and 

newspaper waste. 
OPPOSITE: Sakr at work 

on a vase from the 
Impermanence series.  

Words Jessica Doyle 
Photography  Alessandra Ianniello   
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The projects she has 
enjoyed the most are 
‘the ones where I have 
to really think and 
experiment the during 
the processes’. Many of her recent projects 
were pieces designed to solve problems or 
address an issue: her Haptic tableware set, 
made of porcelain, silicone and stainless 
steel, although suitable to be used by 
anyone, was specifically intended to be used 
by the blind or visually impaired. Other 
pieces utilise waste materials: discarded 

THIS LIFE 
 

What are your morning 
rituals? I always have my 
coffee in bed with all my 
pets - my dog Emma and my 
cats, Sasha, Simba and Grey. 
 
What talent would you most 
like to possess? Without a 
doubt, being able to sing.
 
What traits do you most 
admire in others? Passion, 
knowledge, empathy, 
kindness, integrity and 
simplicity.
 
The best piece of advice 
anyone has given you? 
“The way you do anything is 
the way you do everything.” 
It’s been stuck in my head 
for years. It reminds me 
always to be true to myself, 
no matter what. 
 
What is your most treasured 
possession? A silver hairpin 
from Bali. It was given to 
me by someone very special.
 
Who’s your hero? Both of my 
parents, in different ways.
 
How do you relax? With a 
good book in my garden.

Your favorite place in the 
world? Right now, it would 
probably be the sandy beach 
of Isla Holbox in Mexico.
 
Th part of the design 
process you enjoy the most?
Developing a concept. I 
mentally go through so much, 
it’s always a wild ride.
 
The project you are most 
proud of? My Haptic 
tableware, for its 
initiative and the richness 
it has taught me.
 
What makes you feel your 
most creative? Going through 
hard times, or just 
connecting with nature.

What has had the biggest 
impact on your work? The 
state of the world today. 

concrete cylinders that she found on a 
construction site are refashioned into vases 
with the addition of wood, brass, glass and 
scraps of fabric, or interwoven with wicker. 
Coffee grounds collected from coffee shops 
near her studio are mixed with newspaper 
waste and woven into very chic baskets and 
trays. Sustainability is, she says, extremely 
important in her work. “The more I grow, 
the more it becomes obvious to me that it is 
the only way to go,” she explains. “For me, 
sustainability starts with the material.”

In design terms, Sakr is a true Renaissance 
woman, relishing the chance to turn her 
hand to ever more innovative techniques 
and new materials; as well as being a 
product designer, she is an artist and a 
photographer. Currently, she is working on 
a solo project that she refers to as ‘flower 
couture’, rethinking the purpose of a vase, 
going back to its primary function and 
finding balance in flower compositions. She 
is also in the research phase of a secret 
project with a large manufacturer. 

“It requires working with materials I am 
not familiar with, so I’ll see what happens,” 
she says. As to her favourite medium to 
work in? “I guess I haven’t  discovered it 
yet.” The pioneering Sakr might just create 
that, too.  paolasakr.design

Impermanence vases 
– part of a collection 

of seven vessels made 
using abandoned 

pieces of concrete and 
material scraps. 

BELOW: A  detail of an 
Impermanence vase.



Paola Sakr at work 
in her studio in the 
Achrafieh district 
of Beirut. “My 
studio is where I 
feel most at home 
– It’s my sacred 
space,” she says of 
the light-suffused 
room where she 
makes her witty, 
alchemical pieces, 
using discarded 
materials to craft 
new things. 


